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Left: Glen Fogel, First Love as Photographic Reference for Artists p114, 2013, UV print on dibond panel, 15.5 x 20.5
inches, Edition 1/3. Right: Michael Robbins Studio, Beebe Bedsides, Grey on Gray, 2021, bleached maple with
custom leather fronts, 24”L X 16”D X 24”H. Images courtesy of artists.

Glen Fogel and Michael Robbins: The Heart is a Home

with works by Linda Fogel, David Fogel, Benjamin Kress and Lutz Bacher
Curated by Olga Dekalo
July 22 - October 25, 2022
Michael Robbins Studio presents a collaboration with artist Glen Fogel. Initiated and
programmed by curator and educator Olga Dekalo, the showroom presentation is conceived in
the tradition of interchanges and affiliations between artists, artisans and designers.
The exhibition is premised on Fogel and Robbins’ affinity for production and methods that
embody acts of love and devotion. Interpersonal histories imbue the work of each artist, often
indicating relationships through visible input of others.
Fogel’s photo realistic canvases are considered self portraits and are reproductions of actual
letters he received since childhood. Selections from this ongoing series of paintings have been
included in Fogel’s exhibitions since 2010. The intimacy of the works is conveyed through their
professed language of longing and loss as well as the intricate detail of the hand and
typewritten verse and paper creases that evince years of keeping. The trompe l’oeil letters are
further complicated in their execution; they are reproduced by hand in China. Returning from
overseas with errors and misregistration, the works are symbolic of Fogel’s interest in multiple
authorship and mapping of identities onto manufactured forms and materials.
The presentation also includes photographic works from Fogel’s series First Love as
Photographic Reference for Artists (2013). Printed directly on dibond panels, the photographs
are culled from a life model book for aspiring artists printed in the 1970s, in which the young
male model bears a striking resemblance to Fogel’s first boyfriend.
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The single channel video With You… Me (Glen's bedroom), 2014-2018, is part of a larger film
and video work that features Fogel’s family home in Denver just before it was sold and
demolished. For Glen's bedroom, the artist traces the elevations and architectural details of his
childhood bedroom using a gyroscopic robotic device. The rotating, empty room could read
like a real-estate listing; however, the formal device constructs a narrative, culminating when
the synced lights—emanating from original closet and hallway fixtures—are turned off to reveal
glow-in-the-dark stars, adhered by Fogel as a child.
Michael Robbins’ autobiographical approach to his work is embedded in the building process
and materials he uses. Alongside running his studio, Robbins is building his first family home.
It’s hand crafted quality extends a lineage of builders including his father who built the house
where Robbins grew up in Oneida, New York. The recent Oneida line of desks is as much an
ode to his childhood and hometown as the region’s native tree species from which they are
made.
Devotion has been central to Robbins’ craft and extends to his studio relationships.
Reciprocally, it is bestowed by the artisans—as well as Robbins’ canine companions—who have
dedicated their time and skill to the shop and whose names are attached to many of his
designs. The Ranger line of seating and recent beds, spans an almost decade-long production.
The technical intricacies of the woven leather and wood construction of the pieces have
evolved with Robbins’ growing team that perfected them. The French desk, for example,
symbolizes a long-standing commitment to the studio and bears the name of its senior
craftsperson, Roger French.
Works by multiple authors are on display as companions, friends and family permeate the
exhibition. Notably, Dekalo invited Fogel to stage the exhibition with Robbins, her life
partner; Fogel extended the invitation to his mother—a self taught artist whom he has
mentored—and father to exhibit small-scale sculptural objects. The presentation includes Linda
Fogel’s series of highly emotive and qualitatively abject busts, a figurine by David Fogel,
alongside works gifted to Glen by his ex-boyfriend, artist Benjamin Kress, and his late friend
and colleague, the artist Lutz Bacher. Again, portraiture emerges as a dominant theme in this
reciprocal gesture as it invites larger considerations of how projections of self are ultimately
indebted to and constructed by those we know.
Glen Fogel’s recent solo and collaborative projects include AFTER DARK, PARTICIPANT INC, New York
(2020-2021); With You…Me, JTT, New York (2018); With You… Us, curated by Humberto Moro, SCAD
Museum of Art, Savannah (2017); and Massacre: Variations on a Theme with Alexandra Bachzetsis,
Museum of Modern Art, New York (2017). He participated in group exhibitions including at the Whitney
Museum of American Art, Artists Space, Sikkema Jenkins, all New York; The Power Plant, Toronto;
Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, Missouri; and nGbK, Berlin, among others. His work has screened
at the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles and Museum of Modern Art, New York and was included in the
Toronto and London International Film Festivals, Anthology Film Archives, and Dirty Looks Inc. He has
been awarded grants by Creative Capital (MAP Production Fund), the Rema Hort Mann Foundation
(Grant for Visual Art) and is the recipient of the 2009 Princess Grace Award. Fogel received an M.F.A.
from The Milton Avery Graduate School of the Arts at Bard College and is currently a Lecturer in Visual
Arts at Princeton University and Visiting Artist at Cooper Union.
Michael Robbins Studio furnishes residential and commercial markets across the globe. The
Germantown showroom features made to order designs that are produced in the Studio’s headquarters
in Hudson, New York. Their work is represented by FAIR Design, New York among other retailers.
Robbins has been featured in publications such as New York Times, Architectural Digest, Elle Decor,
Cultured, Interior Design and Fine Woodworking and has been a guest lecturer at the Furniture Design
Department at Rhode Island School of Design.
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